
GENESIS 1-3 
& THE ROOTS OF  
THEOLOGY 
DIGGING DEEPER, BUILDING STRONGER.

#ROOTED DAVID LYON



THEOLOGY BEGINS WITH GOD
• Theology is ‘the study of God’ and for Christians it is dynamic and 

personal.  We can know God, because He makes Himself known (Mt 
11:27, Jn 14:7-9)!  

• Revelation is a divine initiative, not a human investigation; it always begins 
with God.  We should seek Him (Isa 55:6, Jer 29:13-14), but He will be 
found because he has chosen to reveal Himself to us!.. 

• Our theology starts with God; we must derive our positions from above 
(what God reveals and declares) not below (what culture or circumstance 
dictate). A different starting-point will always yield different conclusions. 

• Revelation begins in Genesis, and especially in the Garden (chs 1-3), 
where we find source texts (foundations, ‘first mentions’) of every major 
theme…
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In the 
beginning 
God created 
the heavens 
and the 
earth…  

GENESIS 1:1 
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“[Genesis] is the stately portal to the superb 
structure of the holy scripture.  The opening 

sentence is a grand specimen of beauty and truth, 
here compacted into the briefest compass.  It 

excludes atheism, pantheism, polytheism, 
materialism; denies the eternity of matter, and 

teaches the eternity, self-existence, independence , 
omnipotence, and wisdom of the creator”

A.T. PIERSON 
’KEYS TO THE WORD: THE BIBLE BOOK BY BOOK’, p18. 

 
AT Pierson (1837-1911) was an American 
pastor-teacher with a transatlantic ministry.  
He wrote numerous books and succeeded 
Spurgeon as pastor of the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle in London 1891-1893.
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SIX DAYS…
DAY 1 

Day and Night
DAY 4 

Sun and Moon (+ Stars!) 
To fill Day and Night

DAY 2 
Sky and Seas

DAY 3 
Earth and Vegetation

DAY 5 
Birds and Fish 

To fill Sky and Seas

DAY 6 
Animals and Mankind 

To fill Earth

God is the creator 
of the heavens.  
He formed the 
earth and made it; 
he established it; 
he did not create it 
to be empty, but 
formed it to be 
inhabited. 

Isaiah 45:18 FORMED                                                  FILLED
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ORDER, BEAUTY, GROWTH!
•Creation through God’s spoken word (cf. Pr 18:21) 
•Creation “according to kind” - not evolution 
•Only mankind in the image of God; the ‘image-bearer’. 
•Order and beauty expressed through distinction and separation 

(day/night, heaven/earth, land/sea, man/woman…)  
•Everything created is reproductive; designed to grow!   
•The cosmos is complete (Ge 2:1, Heb 4:3-4) - everything we see 

now and all that is yet to be seen was in seed-form then! 
•…And it was all “good”
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“He stretches the northern skies over 
empty space; He hangs the earth on 
nothing.   He wraps up the waters in 
His clouds, yet the clouds do not 
burst beneath their weight.  He 
obscures the view of His throne, 
spreading His cloud over it.  He laid out 
the horizon on the surface of the 
waters at the boundary between light 
and darkness….By His breath the 
heavens gained their beauty; 
His hand pierced the fleeing serpent.  
These are but the fringes of His way… 
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#ROOTED

BREAKOUT GROUPS 
—————— 

WHAT DOES THE CREATION 
ACCOUNT TELL US ABOUT 

GOD? 


